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men and women not yet citizens of the United
States, but who have made their application
for naturalization, are qualified.

Powers of the House. In the article CON-
GRESS OF THE UNITED STATES a list of the
powers of Congress is given. The powers
of the House and Senate are coordinate in
almost all respects; joint action of the two
Houses is nearly always required to give ef-
fect to their actions. However, all bills for
raising revenue (referring to tariff and other
revenue measures) must originate in the
House of Representatives, on the theory that
the House is closer to the people. Such bills,
once introduced in the House, may be al-
tered by the Senate, and then joint action
follows.

The House enjoys another special function.
It considers all charges relating to im-
peachment of Federal officers, and votes im-
peachment when the facts warrant such ac-
tion. The Senate then sits as a jury to try
the case.

Officers and Salaries. The House chooses
its officers, chief of whom is the Speaker.
Other officers are a sergeant-at-arms, door-
keepers/clerks, postmaster, etc. The Speak-
er need not be a member of the House, but
one never has been chosen from outside the
membership. The members receive $10,000
per year, except the Speaker, whose salary is
$15,000, the same as that of the Vice-Presi-
dent, the presiding officer of the Senate.

Election. The members are elected on the
first Tuesday after the first Monday in Ko-
vember of even-numbered years. Their terms
formerly began on the 4th of the following
March, at noon, but this date was changed
to January 3 by the Twentieth Amendment
to the Constitution, adopted in 1933, effective
with succeeding Congresses.

State House of Representatives. The
lower house of each state legislature is pat-
terned closely after the national body. The
members are usually elected for two years,
from state representative districts, but in
some states the term is four years.

Related   Article*.     Consult   the   following
titles for additional information:
Congress of the           Impeachment

United States           Senate of the United

Constitution of the         States

United States           Speaker

REPRIEVE, repreev', the suspension of
the execution of sentence passed upon a
criminal for a capital offense. The power
to grant a reprieve is usually exercised by the

chief executive of a state. When the legality
of a conviction is questioned, or when there
is alleged fresh evidence of the condemned
person's innocence which seems worthy of ex-
amination, a reprieve is justified.
REPTILES, rep'tilz, that class of animals
that includes snakes, lizards, turtles, croco-
diles and alligators. Reptiles are cold-
blooded vertebrates, and their bodies are
covered with scales, except in case of the
turtles, which have a shell for covering and
protection. They wriggle along on the belly
or crawl on short legs. In their internal struc-
ture and methods of reproducing their kind,
reptiles bear a close resemblance to birds,
and in a past geological age there were flying
reptiles which seemed to form the connecting
link between these two great classes in the
animal kingdom (see PTERODACTYL). Rep-
tiles breathe through their lungs during the
entire period of their existence. In nearly
all species the young are produced by eggs.
Geology shows that at one time the earth
was inhabited by many species of gigantic
and terrifying reptiles which have long since
ceased to exist, and in general the class may
be said to be disappearing.
Related   Articles.     Consult   the   following
titles for additional information:
Adder              Copperhead       ILizard
Alligator         Crocodile          Milk   Snake
Anaconda        Dragon           Moccasin Snake
Asp                 Garter Snake   Monitor
Black Snake     Gavial             Python
Blindworm         G-ecko              Rattlesnake
Boa                 Gila Monster    Terrapin
Box Tortoise    Glass Snake       Tortoise
Chameleon         Iguana            Turtle
Cobra              Leatherback     Viper
BEPTJB'LIC. See GOVERNMENTS subhead
Republic.
BEPUBTJCAN PARTY, a political party
organized in the United States between 1854
and 1856. It was formed by the union of
various parties and groups opposed to the
extension of slavery. Among these were
anti-slavery Whigs, the Free-Soil party, most
of the Ejtiow-Nothing party, several Aboli-
tionist groups and a number of Northern
Democrats, It held its first national conven-
tion in Philadelphia in 1856 and nominated
John C. Fremont for President. Fremont
was defeated, but he had 113 electoral votes,
against 174 for Buchanan. In 1860 the party
came into power with the election of Abraham
Lincoln, and, with the exception of the elec-
tions of 1884 and 1892, directed the policies
of the nation until 1912. In that year a
division in its ranks caused the organization
of the Progressive party and enabled the